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Government. But now the Generalissimo, though
a Frenchman, was not in immediate and direct
command of the French Armies, and was respon-
sible, not to the French Government, but in equal
measure to the Governments of all the Allied
countries. He was, in fact, virtually independent
of civilian control as regards strategical leading.
The Germans, foiled in their first great attack,
had not yet exhausted their efforts. The attack
in the Amiens area had scarcely ceased before
another and little less dangerous attack developed.

Battle of the Lys

The divisions despatched to the vital battle had
left the British line in the Northern Armies dan-
gerously thin. On the gth of April, in the low-
lying country of the Lys, the line was held by
Portuguese divisions only recently arrived in
France. The attack was pushed with a determina-
tion as great as at Amiens, and in two days a
deep indentation had been made in the Allied
line. Haig had only divisions already exhausted
by severe fighting to send to meet the new danger,
and although Foch, in response to his appeal for
reinforcements, set in motion large French forces
towards the new battle area, it was not until the
15th that the first French troops arrived and took
over a portion of the British line, only to be at
once attacked and driven out of the strong position
at KemmeL The situation was again very
critical, The British Army, which for twenty-
five days had resisted and brought to a standstill